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Making Your Own Turn Buttons for Your Picture Frames
With Your Scroll Saw

Introduction

A couple of weeks ago, I finished designing several new picture frames. As I was putting together the frames, I realized that I did not have any turn buttons. (Turn buttons are the little tabs that
screw into the back of a frame to and pivot to hold the picture and back board into place). I went to
a couple of different hardware stores in the area and I was unable to find any. I live in a small town
and have limited resources, but there is a much larger town nearby and I thought I would try my luck
there. I went to the larger town a couple of days later and I still was unable to locate anything that
would suit my purpose.
I knew that I would be able to obtain them mail order, but not only would I have to wait for them
to be delivered, but I would be paying a high base cost of postage on a relatively inexpensive item
(they usually run about 20 cents each). I finally decided to try my hand at making up my own and see
how they looked. I think they turned out quite well and took little time and cost practically nothing, as
I used scraps of 1/8” plywood that would have been discarded anyway. Being able to make these for
yourself will not only will you save a little money, but also you will save time chasing around and looking for them, which means you can have more time at your scroll saw.

Procedure
-Print out the pattern on your printer. I cut four pieces of scrap 1/8” plywood so that they are
approximately the same size.

-Apply your pattern to the top layer, using the usual method and temporary spray adhesive.
Apply double-sided to the top of the other three layers. (Fig 1)

-Peel the backing off of the tape and press the four layers together, forming an even stack.
-Measure to see what size drill bit you will want to use (I used a 11/32” bit). Drill a test hole and
make sure that your screw will fit into the hole without the head coming through. (Fig 2) I also liked
using a brad-point bit for this project because it was more precise.

-Drill the holes through all layers. Be sure to have a layer of scrap wood underneath so that
the bottom layer doesn’t tear out. (Fig 3)

-Use a #2 reverse-tooth scroll saw blade and cut around the turn buttons. I cut the two end
pieces f rst because I didn’t place the tape all the way from one edge to the other. This saved me time
separating the pieces later on. (Fig 4)

-Place a countersink bit into your drill press and press a depression into each turn button. (Fig 5)
Lightly hand sand each piece, gently rounding the edges.

-Screw into place but don’t tighten the screws all the way yet. Place the picture, as well as the
backing piece(s) so that they are flush to the back of the frame. Position the buttons to hold in the
layers and gently tighten the screws to hold everything in place. (Fig 6)

Something as simple as turn buttons are a great thing to have on hand. You can save a lot of
time and a little money by making several of these at a time out of scraps of wood you have on hand
and allow yourself more time to do what you love to do – scroll sawing!

